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Provided is an image processing apparatus and method for
adjusting a color image using a depth image. The image
processing apparatus may include a color image segmenting
unit to segment a color image into a plurality of color seg-
ments, using a color layer of the color image, a depth image
segmenting unit to segment a depth image into a plurality of
depth segments, using a depth layer of the depth image, and a
layer boundary adjusting unit to adjust a boundary value of
the color layer, using the plurality of color segments and the
plurality of depth segments.
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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
PROCESSING COLOR IMAGE USING DEPTH
IMAGE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the priority benefit of Korean
Patent Application No. 10-2012-0132917, filed on Nov. 22,
2012, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclo-
sure of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

One or more example embodiments relate to an apparatus
and method for processing a color image, and more particu-
larly, to an apparatus and method for adjusting a color image
using a depth image.

2. Description of the Related Art

Image quality enhancement technology has been studied
continuously as a main technology of image processing. Con-
ventional image quality enhancement technologies employ a
scheme of modifying a histogram of an image.

Depending on a direction or an intensity of light, a bound-
ary between a light area and a shadow area formed by light in
a single object may be displayed indistinctly. In this instance,
a user may experience difficulty in recognizing the corre-
sponding areas as a single object.

When only a color image is provided, it may be impossible
to verify whether the corresponding boundary is a boundary
between objects or a boundary generated due to light in an
identical object and thus, there may be a limitation to identi-
fying an area to be adjusted.

Accordingly, there is a need for technology for identitying
a type of'a boundary displayed in an image and adjusting the
boundary.

SUMMARY

The foregoing and/or other aspects are achieved by provid-
ing an image processing apparatus, including a color image
segmenting unit to segment a color image into a plurality of
color segments, using a color layer of the color image, a depth
image segmenting unit to segment a depth image into a plu-
rality of depth segments, using a depth layer of the depth
image, and a layer boundary adjusting unit to adjust a bound-
ary value of the color layer, using the plurality of color seg-
ments and the plurality of depth segments.

The layer boundary adjusting unit may adjust the boundary
value of the color layer, using an area of a depth segment
overlapping a color segment and an area of a color segment
overlapping a depth segment.

The layer boundary adjusting unit may adjust the boundary
value of the color layer, using the area of the depth segment
overlapping the color segment and an area of the color seg-
ment. Here, the area of the depth segment overlapping the
color segment may correspond to a largest area among areas
of' the plurality of depth segments overlapping the color seg-
ment.

The layer boundary adjusting unit may adjust the boundary
value of the color layer, using the area of the color segment
overlapping the depth segment and an area of the color seg-
ment. Here, the area of the color segment overlapping the
depth segment may correspond to a largest area among areas
of' the plurality of color segments overlapping the depth seg-
ment.
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The color layer may correspond to a layer in the color
image segmented based on lightness information of the color
image.

The depth layer may correspond to a layer in the depth
image segmented based on depth information of the depth
image.

The layer boundary adjusting unit may adjust the boundary
value of the color layer for the plurality of color segments to
be similar to the plurality of depth segments, using the plu-
rality of color segments and the plurality of depth segments.

The image processing apparatus may further include a
color image adjusting unit to adjust the color image, by modi-
fying lightness information of the color image using the
adjusted boundary value of the color layer.

The foregoing and/or other aspects are achieved by provid-
ing an image processing method, including segmenting a
color image into a plurality of color segments, using a color
layer of the color image, segmenting a depth image into a
plurality of depth segments, using a depth layer of the depth
image, and adjusting a boundary value of the color layer,
using the plurality of color segments and the plurality of depth
segments.

Additional aspects of embodiments will be set forth in part
in the description which follows and, in part, will be apparent
from the description, or may be learned by practice of the
disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and/or other aspects will become apparent and more
readily appreciated from the following description of
embodiments, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings of which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a configuration of an image processing
apparatus according to example embodiments;

FIGS. 2A through 2D illustrate an example of segmenting
an input color image and an input depth image according to
example embodiments;

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of a process of segmenting an
image into layers according to example embodiments;

FIG. 4 illustrates an example of using color segments and
depth segments for adjusting a boundary value of a layer
according to example embodiments;

FIG. 5 illustrates an example of a color segment in which a
boundary value of a layer is adjusted according to example
embodiments;

FIGS. 6A and 6B illustrate an input color image and an
output color image according to example embodiments; and

FIG. 7 illustrates an image processing method according to
example embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to embodiments,
examples of which are illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein like reference numerals refer to the like ele-
ments throughout. Embodiments are described below to
explain the present disclosure by referring to the figures.

FIG. 1 illustrates a configuration of an image processing
apparatus 100 according to example embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 1, the image processing apparatus 100
may include, for example, a color image segmenting unit 110,
a depth image segmenting unit 120, a layer boundary adjust-
ing unit 130, and a color image adjusting unit 140.

The color image segmenting unit 110 may segment an
input color image into a plurality of color segments, using a
color layer. In this instance, the color image segmenting unit
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110 may segment the input color image into a plurality of
color layers, using lightness information of the input color
image.

For example, the color image segmenting unit 110 may
segment the input color image into the plurality of color
layers, using an intensity (I) component of a red, green, and
blue (RGB) color space converted into an HIS model. Here,
the HIS model may refer to a color model including hue,
intensity, and saturation.

In addition, the color image segmenting unit 110 may
segment the input color image into the plurality of color
layers, using an L. component of an RGB color space con-
verted into a Lab model. Here, the Lab model may include the
L component for lightness, along with an a component and a
b component indicating a color tone. In this instance, the a
component may indicate a color tone within a range from
green to red, and the b component may indicate a color tone
within a range from blue to yellow.

The lightness information of the input color image may
correspond to a lightness histogram of the input color image.
For example, the color image segmenting unit 110 may seg-
ment the color image into the plurality of color layers, using
a local minimum value and a local maximum value of the
lightness histogram of the input color image.

In particular, the color image segmenting unit 110 may
smooth the lightness histogram by applying a low-pass filter
to the lightness histogram, and segment the input color image
into the plurality of color layers, based on local values of the
smoothed lightness histogram. In addition, the color image
segmenting unit 110 may generate a plurality of Gaussian
functions by modeling the lightness histogram using a Gaus-
sian mixture, and segment the input color image into the
plurality of color layers based on intersecting points of the
plurality of Gaussian functions. The color image segmenting
unit 110 may generate the plurality of Gaussian functions, by
applying an expectation maximization algorithm, and the
like. In this instance, a boundary value indicating a boundary
of'alayer may correspond to an intersecting point of Gaussian
functions or a local value of a lightness histogram corre-
sponding to a criterion for segmenting a color image into
color layers.

In addition, the color image segmenting unit 110 may
segment pixels having lightness information corresponding
to a value between one boundary value and another boundary
value of layers, as a single color segment. For example, when
a boundary value between a first layer and a second layer
corresponds to 50 and a boundary value between the second
layer and a third layer corresponds to 100, the color image
segmenting unit 110 may classify pixels having lightness
information corresponding to a value between 50 and 100, as
a single color segment.

The depth image segmenting unit 120 may segment an
input depth image into a plurality of depth segments, using a
depth layer. In this instance, the input depth image may cor-
respond to an image processed using a predetermined tech-
nique or an image received from a depth camera. For
example, the input depth image may correspond to an image
acquired using stereo matching. In addition, the input depth
image may have a resolution identical to a resolution of the
input color image, and may be registered.

The depth image segmenting unit 120 may segment the
input depth image into a plurality of depth layers, using depth
information of the input depth image. In addition, the depth
information of the input depth image may correspond to a
depth histogram of the input depth image.

In an embodiment, the depth image segmenting unit 120
may smooth the depth histogram by applying a low-pass filter
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to the depth histogram, and may segment the input depth
image into the plurality of depth layers, based on local values
of the smoothed depth histogram. In addition, the depth
image segmenting unit 120 may generate a plurality of Gaus-
sian functions by modeling the depth histogram using a Gaus-
sian mixture, and may segment the input depth image into the
plurality of depth layers based on intersecting points of the
plurality of Gaussian functions. The depth image segmenting
unit 120 may generate the plurality of Gaussian functions, by
applying an expectation maximization algorithm, and the
like. Further, a boundary value indicating a boundary of a
layer may correspond to an intersecting point of Gaussian
functions or a local value of a depth histogram corresponding
to a criterion for segmenting a depth image into depth layers.

In addition, the depth image segmenting unit 120 may
classify pixels having depth information corresponding to a
value between one boundary value and another boundary
value of layers, as a single depth segment. For example, when
a boundary value between a first layer and a second layer
corresponds to 50 and a boundary value between the second
layer and a third layer corresponds to 100, the depth image
segmenting unit 120 may classify pixels having depth infor-
mation corresponding to a value between 50 and 100, as a
single depth segment.

The layer boundary adjusting unit 130 may adjust a bound-
ary value ofa color layer, using the plurality of color segments
segmented by the color image segmenting unit 110 and the
plurality of depth segments segmented by the depth image
segmenting unit 120.

In an embodiment, the layer boundary adjusting unit 130
may adjust the boundary value of the color layer, using an area
of'a first depth segment overlapping a first color segment and
an area of a second color segment overlapping a second depth
segment. In first embodiment, the first color segment and the
second color segment may be different, while in another
embodiment the first color segment and the second color
segment may be identical. In another embodiment the first
depth segment and the second depth segment may be different
while in still another embodiment the first depth segment and
the second depth segment may be different.

For example, the layer boundary adjusting unit 130 may
adjust the boundary value of the color layer, using an optimi-
zation function, thereby maximizing an overlap between a
color segment and a depth segment while minimizing a
change in a layer boundary. Here, the optimization function
may be expressed by Equation 1.

N [Equation 1]
L, ... Iy =argmin {Z (© = 1 +AR(S,, sd)}
holy =1

In Equation 1, 1,° denotes a boundary value of an i layer of
the color image segmented by the color image segmenting
unit 110, and N denotes a number of color layers segmented
by the color image segmenting unit 110. In addition, S,and S,
denote a color segment and a depth segment, respectively. 1,
denotes a value minimizing 1# ,, among values of the i layer.

R denotes a function to measure an overlap between a color
segment and a depth segment, based on a boundary value ofa
color layer and a boundary value of a depth layer, and A
denotes a variable adjusting a weight of R. For example, R
may be expressed by Equation 2 or Equation 3.
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R(Sy, Sq) = [Equation 2]
size(S;) size(S;)
N M
Z max (size(S; (Sk) TZ max (size(S; N Sk))j
k=1
=1
R(S1, Sq) = [Equation 3]
ul size(S; () Si) u size(S; () Se)
= e { size(S;) } * kZ::J e { size(S;) }

In this instance, S, denotes an i? color segment, S, denotes
a k™ depth segment, and M denotes a number of depth layers
segmented by the depth image segmenting unit 120. In addi-
tion, size(S,NS,) denotes an overlapping area of the i color
segment and the k? depth segment.

The layer boundary adjusting unit 130 may adjust the
boundary value of the color layer, using an area of a first depth
segment overlapping a first color segment, an area of a second
color segment overlapping a second depth segment, and an
area of the color segment. The area of the depth segment
overlapping the color segment may correspond to a largest
area among areas of depth segments overlapping the color
segment. In addition, the area of the color segment overlap-
ping the depth segment may correspond to a largest area
among areas of color segments overlapping the depth seg-
ment.

The color image adjusting unit 140 may modify lightness
information of the input color image, using the boundary
value of the color layer adjusted by the layer boundary adjust-
ing unit 130, and adjust the input color image based on the
modified lightness information of the input color image,
thereby generating an output color image.

For example, the color image adjusting unit 140 may per-
form histogram stretching for each color layer, based on the
adjusted boundary value of the color layer. In addition, when
the color image segmenting unit 110 segments the input color
image into a plurality of color layers using the Gaussian
mixture, the color image adjusting unit 140 may modify a
color histogram, by adjusting variances and means of respec-
tive Gaussian functions.

The color image adjusting unit 140 may generate a map-
ping function to enable the output color image to have the
modified color histogram.

The color image adjusting unit 140 may apply the mapping
function to the input color image, thereby generating a qual-
ity-enhanced output color image.

FIGS. 2A through 2D illustrate an example of segmenting
an input color image and an input depth image according to
example embodiments.

The color image segmenting unit 110 may segment an
input color image 210 of FIG. 2A into a plurality of color
segments, using a color layer of the input color image 210. In
this instance, the color layer may correspond to a layer in the
colorimage 210 segmented based on lightness information of
the color image 210.

Accordingly, a segmented input color image 230 of FIG.
2C may include color segments corresponding to the light-
ness information of the color image 210.

For example, when a scene in which light enters from a left
side is captured, as shown in FIG. 2A, a left side of the input
color image 210 may be lighter than a right side of the input
color image 210. Accordingly, when the input color image
210 is segmented into color segments based on light informa-
tion of the color image 210, a statue may be segmented into a
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color segment 232 corresponding to a light portion, and a
color segment 231 corresponding to a dark portion due to
shadow, as shown in FIG. 2C.

The depth image segmenting unit 120 may segment an
input depth image 220 of FIG. 2B into a plurality of depth
segments, using a depth layer of the input depth image 220. In
this instance, the depth layer may correspond to a layer in the
depth image 220 segmented based on depth information of
the depth image 220.

Accordingly, a segmented input depth image 240 of FIG.
2D may include depth segments corresponding to the depth
information of the depth image 220. For example, an object
disposed at a location identical to a location of the statue may
be segmented as a single depth segment 241, as shown in FI1G.
2D.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of a process of segmenting an
image into layers according to example embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 3, in operation 310, the color image
segmenting unit 110 may generate a plurality of Gaussian
functions by modeling a lightness histogram using a Gaussian
mixture, and identify intersecting points 311 of the Gaussian
functions.

In operation 320, the color image segmenting unit 110 may
segment an input color image into a plurality of color layers,
based on the intersecting points 311 identified in operation
310.

In particular, the color image segmenting unit 110 may set
an intersecting point having a value closest to “0” to be a first
boundary value 321.

The color image segmenting unit 110 may segment light-
ness values between “0” and the first boundary value 321, as
a first color layer 322.

The color image segmenting unit 110 may set an intersect-
ing point having a value closest to the first boundary value 321
to be a second boundary value 323.

The color image segmenting unit 110 may segment light-
ness values between the first boundary value 321 and the
second boundary value 323, as a second color layer 324.

The color image segmenting unit 110 may iteratively per-
form the above process to a maximum lightness value,
thereby segmenting the input color image into the plurality of
color layers.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example of using color segments and
depth segments for adjusting a boundary value of a layer
according to example embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 4, a color image 410 segmented by the
color image segmenting unit 110 may include a first color
segment 411, a second color segment 412, and a third color
segment 413. In addition, a depth image 420 segmented by
the depth image segmenting unit 120 may include a first depth
segment 421, and a second depth segment 422.

The layer boundary adjusting unit 130 may measure areas
of color segments overlapping depth segments, as shown in
an image 430 of FIG. 4. Furthermore, the first color segment
411 and the second color segment 412 may overlap the first
depth segment 421.

The layer boundary adjusting unit 130 may compare an
area 431 of the first color segment 411 overlapping the first
depth segment 421 to an area 432 of the second color segment
412 overlapping the first depth segment 421.

As shown in FIG. 4, when the area 431 is greater than the
area 432, the layer boundary adjusting unit 130 may add a
value obtained by dividing an area of the first color segment
411 by the area 431 to a boundary value of a color layer.

In addition, the layer boundary adjusting unit 130 may
measure areas of depth segments overlapping color segments,
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as shown in an image 440 of FIG. 4. Moreover, the first depth
segment 421 and the second depth segment 422 may overlap
the first color segment 411.

The layer boundary adjusting unit 130 may compare an
area 441 of the first depth segment 421 overlapping the first
color segment 411 to an area 442 of the second depth segment
422 overlapping the first color segment 411.

As shown in FIG. 4, when the area 441 is greater than the
area 442, the layer boundary adjusting unit 130 may add a
value obtained by dividing an area of the first color segment
411 by the area 441 to the boundary value of the color layer.

The layer boundary adjusting unit 130 may add a sum of
the value obtained by dividing the area of the first color
segment 411 by the area 431 and the value obtained by divid-
ing the first color segment 411 by the area 441 to the boundary
value of the color layer.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example of a color segment in which a
boundary value of a layer is adjusted according to example
embodiments.

The layer boundary adjusting unit 130 may adjust a bound-
ary value of a color layer for color segments to be similar to
depth segments, using the color segments segmented by the
color image segmenting unit 110 and the depth segments
segmented by the depth image segmenting unit 120.

For example, referring to FIG. 2A through 2D, a difference
between lightness information of the color segment 232 and
lightness information of the color segment 231 is substantial.
Accordingly, although the color segment 231 and the color
segment 232 are segments of an identical object, a boundary
between the color segment 231 and the color segment 232
may be displayed distinctly. In this instance, a user may
recognize the color segment 231 and the color segment 232 as
separate objects.

Accordingly, the layer boundary adjusting unit 130 may
adjust a boundary value of a color layer corresponding to the
boundary between the color segment 231 and the color seg-
ment 232, thereby preventing the boundary between the seg-
ments of the identical object from being distinct.

For example, the color segment 231 and the color segment
232 may overlap the depth segment 241, and an area of the
color segment 232 overlapping the depth segment 241 may be
greater than an area of the color segment 231 overlapping the
depth segment 241.

Accordingly, the layer boundary adjusting unit 130 may
adjust the boundary value of the color layer in a direction of
the color segment 232.

In this instance, the statue may be segmented into a first
color segment 510, a second color segment 520, and a third
color segment 530, based on the adjusted boundary value of
the color layer, as shown in FIG. 5.

The first color segment 510 may correspond to the color
segment 232, and the third color segment 530 may corre-
spond to the color segment 231. In addition, the second seg-
ment 520 may have a lightness value between a lightness
value of the first color segment 510 and a lightness value of
the third color segment 530.

In particular, the layer boundary adjusting unit 130 may
add a color segment having an intermediate lightness value by
adjusting the boundary value of the color layer, thereby pre-
venting a user from recognizing a single object as two areas
when a boundary of segments are displayed distinctly.

FIGS. 6A and 6B illustrate an input color image and an
output color image according to example embodiments.

As shown in FIGS. 6 A and 6B, the image processing appa-
ratus 100 may adjust an input color image 610 of FIG. 6A to
generate an output color image 620 of FIG. 6B.
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In the input color image 610, there is a substantial differ-
ence between a lightness of a left side of a statue correspond-
ing to a direction of a light source and a lightness of a right
side of the statue on which shadow is formed by the light
source. Accordingly, a boundary at which the lightness is
changed may be displayed distinctly.

In contrast, in the output color image 620, the lightness at
the boundary portion may be adjusted such that a boundary
generated by a sudden change in the lightness value of the
statue may not be displayed.

In particular, the image processing apparatus 100 may
adaptively apply quality enhancement to a portion in which a
depth is changed in the input color image 610, thereby out-
putting the visibility-enhanced output color image 620.

FIG. 7 illustrates an image processing method according to
example embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 7, in operation 710, the color image
segmenting unit 110 may segment an input color image into a
plurality of color layers, using lightness information of the
input color image.

For example, the color image segmenting unit 110 may
segment the input color image into the plurality of color
layers, using an | component of an RGB color space con-
verted into an HIS model. In addition, the color image sepa-
rating unit 110 may segment the input color image into the
plurality of color layers, using an [. component of an RGB
color space converted into a Lab model. The color image
segmenting unit 110 may segment the color image into the
plurality of color layers, using a local minimum value and a
local maximum value of a lightness histogram of the input
color image.

In operation 720, the color image segmenting unit 110 may
segment the input color image into a plurality of color seg-
ments, using the plurality of color layers segmented in opera-
tion 710. In this instance, the color image segmenting unit 110
may classify pixels having lightness information correspond-
ing to a value between one boundary value and another
boundary value of layers, as a single color segment. For
example, when a boundary value between a first layer and a
second layer corresponds to 50 and a boundary value between
the second layer and a third layer corresponds to 100, the
color image segmenting unit 110 may classify pixels having
lightness information corresponding to a value between 50
and 100, as a single color segment.

Inoperation 730, the depth image segmenting unit 120 may
segment an input depth image into a plurality of layers, using
depth information of the input depth image.

In this instance, the depth image segmenting unit 120 may
smooth a depth histogram by applying a low-pass filter to the
depth histogram, and may segment the input depth image into
the plurality of depth layers, based on local values of the
smoothed depth histogram. In addition, the depth image seg-
menting unit 120 may generate a plurality of Gaussian func-
tions by modeling the depth histogram using a Gaussian
mixture, and may segment the input depth image into the
plurality of depth layers based on intersecting points of the
plurality of Gaussian functions. The depth image segmenting
unit 120 may generate the plurality of Gaussian functions, by
applying an expectation maximization algorithm, and the
like.

Inoperation 740, the depth image segmenting unit 120 may
segment the depth image into a plurality of depth segments,
using the depth layers segmented in operation 730.

In addition, the depth image segmenting unit 120 may
classify pixels having depth information corresponding to a
value between one boundary value and another boundary
value of layers, as a single depth segment. For example, when
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a boundary value between a first layer and a second layer
corresponds to 50 and a boundary value between the second
layer and a third layer corresponds to 100, the depth image
segmenting unit 120 may classify pixels having depth infor-
mation corresponding to a value between 50 and 100, as a
single depth segment.

In operation 750, the layer boundary adjusting unit 130
may adjust a boundary value of a color layer, using the plu-
rality of color segments segmented in operation 720 and the
plurality of depth segments segmented in operation 740.
Moreover, the layer boundary adjusting unit 130 may adjust
the boundary value of the color layer, using an area of a first
depth segment overlapping a first color segment, and an area
of a second color segment overlapping a second depth seg-
ment.

Furthermore, the layer boundary adjusting unit 130 may
adjust the boundary value of the color layer, using an area of
a first depth segment overlapping a first color segment, an
area of a second color segment overlapping a second depth
segment, and an area of the color segment. In this instance, the
area of the first depth segment overlapping the first color
segment may correspond to a largest area among areas of
depth segments overlapping the first color segment. In addi-
tion, the area of the second color segment overlapping the
second depth segment may correspond to a largest area
among areas of color segments overlapping the second depth
segment.

In operation 760, the color image adjusting unit 140 may
modify lightness information of the input color image, using
the boundary value of the color layer adjusted in operation
750, and adjust the input color image based on the modified
lightness information of the input color image, thereby gen-
erating an output color image.

For example, the color image adjusting unit 140 may per-
form histogram stretching for each color layer, based on the
adjusted boundary value of the color layer. In addition, when
the color image segmenting unit 110 segments the input color
image into a plurality of color layers using the Gaussian
mixture, the color image adjusting unit 140 may modify a
color histogram, by adjusting variances and means of respec-
tive Gaussian functions.

The color image adjusting unit 140 may generate a map-
ping function to enable the output color image to have the
modified color histogram.

The color image adjusting unit 140 may apply the mapping
function to the input color image, thereby generating a qual-
ity-enhanced output color image.

In addition, the sequence of performing the operations 710
through 740 may be changed. For example, the method may
be performed in an order of operation 730, operation 740,
operation 710, and operation 720.

In addition, a subject performing the operations 710 and
720 may be different from a subject performing the opera-
tions 730 and 740 and thus, the operations may be performed
in parallel by the respective subjects. For example, the opera-
tion 710 and the operation 720 may be performed simulta-
neously by the color image segmenting unit 110 and the depth
image segmenting unit 120, respectively, and the operation
730 and the operation 740 may be performed simultaneously
by the color image segmenting unit 110 and the depth image
segmenting unit 120, respectively.

The method according to the above-described embodi-
ments may be recorded in non-transitory computer-readable
media including program instructions to implement various
operations embodied by a computer. The media may also
include, alone or in combination with the program instruc-
tions, data files, data structures, and the like. Examples of
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non-transitory computer-readable media include magnetic
media such as hard disks, floppy disks, and magnetic tape;
optical media such as CD ROM discs and DVDs; magneto-
optical media such as optical discs; and hardware devices that
are specially configured to store and perform program
instructions, such as read-only memory (ROM), random
access memory (RAM), flash memory, and the like.
Examples of program instructions include both machine
code, such as produced by a compiler, and files containing
higher level code that may be executed by the computer using
an interpreter. The described hardware devices may be con-
figured to act as one or more software modules in order to
perform the operations of the above-described embodiments,
or vice versa. Any one or more of the software modules
described herein may be executed by a controller such as a
dedicated processor unique to that unit or by a processor
common to one or more of the modules. The described meth-
ods may be executed on a general purpose computer or pro-
cessor or may be executed on a particular machine such as the
image processing apparatus described herein.

A number of examples have been described above. Never-
theless, it should be understood that various modifications
may be made. For example, suitable results may be achieved
if the described techniques are performed in a different order
and/or if components in a described system, architecture,
device, or circuit are combined in a different manner and/or
replaced or supplemented by other components or their
equivalents. Accordingly, other implementations are within
the scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An image processing apparatus, comprising:

a processor to control one or more processor-executable
units;

a color image segmenting unit to segment a color image
into a plurality of color segments, using a color layer of
the color image;

a depth image segmenting unit to segment a depth image
into a plurality of depth segments, using a depth layer of
the depth image; and

a layer boundary adjusting unit to adjust a boundary value
of the color layer, using the plurality of color segments
and the plurality of depth segments.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the layer boundary
adjusting unit adjusts the boundary value of the color layer
using an area of a first depth segment overlapping a first color
segment and an area of a second color segment overlapping a
second depth segment.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the layer boundary
adjusting unit adjusts the boundary value of the color layer
using the area of the first depth segment overlapping the first
color segment and an area of the color segment,

wherein, the area of the first depth segment overlapping the
first color segment corresponds to a largest area among
areas of a plurality of depth segments overlapping the
color segment.

4. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the layer boundary
adjusting unit adjusts the boundary value of the color layer,
using the area of the second color segment overlapping the
second depth segment and an area of the color segment,

wherein, the area of the second color segment overlapping
the second depth segment corresponds to a largest area
among areas of a plurality of color segments overlapping
the depth segment.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the color layer corre-
sponds to a layer in the color image segmented based on
lightness information of the color image.
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6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the depth layer cor-
responds to a layer in the depth image segmented based on
depth information of the depth image.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the layer boundary
adjusting unit adjusts the boundary value of the color layer for
the plurality of color segments to be similar to the plurality of
depth segments, using the plurality of color segments and the
plurality of depth segments.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

a color image adjusting unit to adjust the color image, by
modifying lightness information of the color image
using the adjusted boundary value of the color layer.

9. An image processing method, comprising:

segmenting, by way of a processor, a color image into a
plurality of color segments, using a color layer of the
color image;

segmenting a depth image into a plurality of depth seg-
ments, using a depth layer of the depth image; and

adjusting a boundary value of the color layer, using the
plurality of color segments and the plurality of depth
segments.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the adjusting com-
prises adjusting the boundary value of the color layer, using
an area of a first depth segment overlapping a first color
segment and an area of a second color segment overlapping a
second depth segment.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the adjusting further
comprises adjusting the boundary value of the color layer,
using the area of the first depth segment overlapping the first
color segment and an area of the color segment,

wherein, the area of the first depth segment overlapping the
first color segment corresponds to a largest area among
areas of a plurality of depth segments overlapping the
color segment.
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12. The method of claim 10, wherein the adjusting further
comprises adjusting the boundary value of the color layer,
using the area of the second color segment overlapping the
second depth segment and an area of the color segment,

wherein, the area of the color segment overlapping the

depth segment corresponds to a largest area among areas
of the plurality of color segments overlapping the depth
segment.

13. The method of claim 9, wherein the color layer corre-
sponds to a layer in the color image segmented based on
lightness information of the color image.

14. The method of claim 9, wherein the depth layer corre-
sponds to a layer in the depth image segmented based on
depth information of the depth image.

15. The method of claim 9, wherein the adjusting com-
prises adjusting the boundary value of the color layer for the
plurality of color segments to be similar to the plurality of
depth segments, using the plurality of color segments and the
plurality of depth segments.

16. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

adjusting the color image, by modifying lightness informa-

tion of the color image using the adjusted boundary
value of the color layer.

17. A non-transitory computer-readable medium compris-
ing a program for instructing a computer to perform the
method of claim 9.

18. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the layer boundary
adjusting unit adjusts the boundary value of the color layer by
maximizing an overlap between a color segment and a depth
segment while minimizing a change in a layer boundary.

19. The method of claim 10, wherein the adjusting further
comprises adjusting the boundary value of the color layer by
maximizing an overlap between a color segment and a depth
segment while minimizing a change in a layer boundary.
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